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Record of Sugimotoa parallela Habu 
(C oleoptera, Carabidae) 
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Abstract Collecting data and habitat of Sugimotoa parallela are reported. 


Sugimotoa parallela was described by Habu (1975, p. 79) from the Island of 
Ishigaki-jima, Southwest Japan. Although this species possesses two pair of supraorbital 
setae, Habu regarded it as a member of harpaline carabids with hesitation. 

In 1984, Kikuta briefly commented that this species may be placed in the tribe 
Pterostichini without clear reasoning. In his iconographical book, Kasahara (1985, p. 
150, pi. 27, fig. 31) showed a picture of the holotype at the end of the members of the 
subfamily Harpalinae. 

Ball et al. (1995) redescribed this species based on two males and three females 
from the type locality, the Solomon and Vanuatu Archipelagoes, and concluded that this 
beetle is a sufficiently isolated lebiine. In addition, they suggested that it must be a “grass 
stem-inhabiting lebiine” and that the Japanese population was imported into Southwest 
Japan with a shipment of sugar cane from farther south. 

The second author collected this species from the beach on the Island of Ishigaki- 
jima, but nothing is known about the habitat of this species. The collecting data are as 
given below. 

Specimen examined. 1 Maezato, Ishigaki-shi, Okinawa Prefecture, 19-IV-2007, 
Y. Hirano leg. 

Notes. The specimen was found from under rubbish washed up by the waves onto 
a narrow sandy beach surrounded by reefs. 

At present, we consider that the beetle inhabits sandy beach areas. According to 
Habu, the type series was collected with a Cillenus-like bembidiine, which is adaptive to 
intertidal life. Our data are supported by Habu’s list. 
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Fig. 1. Sugimotoa parallela Habu from Maezato. 


Needless to say, the data now available is based only on a single specimen, so that 
further investigation is needed. Incidentally, the distance between the collecting point 
and arable land is only about 400 m in a straight line. 

We wish to express our deep gratitude to Dr. Shun-Ichi Ueno of the National 
Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo, for critically reading the original manuscript of 
this paper. 
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Platylister ( Popinus ) unicus (Bickhardt, 1912) was described from Taiwan, and addition¬ 
ally had been recorded from the Ryukyus, Japan (Chujo, 1971; Hisamatsu, 1981; Ohara & 
Nakane, 1986; Ohara, 1999) and Nepal (Mazur, 2008). Recently we have had an opportunity 
to examine specimens of this species on the Island of Oshima (32° 02' 31” N 128° 24 / 00* E), Danjo 
Islands, about 150 km off western Kyushu, and also on some islands of the Ryukyus, Japan. New 
to the fauna of Danjo Islands. We thank Messrs. K. Adachi, K. Kawada, T. Nakata and T. 
Shimada for offering materials. 


Platylister ( Popinus ) unicus (Bickhardt, 1912) 

Platysoma ( Platysoma ) unicum Bickhardt, 1912, 124 [Taiwan: Nantou: Chip-chip ( = Chi Chi)]; 1913, 170 
[Taiwan: Kaoshiung: Kosempo ( = Ko-hiong, Chiasien)]; Nakane, 1963, 69 [Ryukyus: Tokara- 
nakanoshima; Taiwan]; Chc.io, 1971, 6 [Ryukyus: Iriomote-jima]; Hisamatsu, 1985, 229 [Ryukyus; 
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Taiwan]; Ohara and Nakane, 1986, 96 [Ryukyus: Tokara-nakanoshima, Taketomi-jima, Ishigaki-jima; 
Taiwan: Nantou: Honbukei ( = Pen bu chi); Taitong: Chipon; Pingtong: Ken chin ( = Kenting)]; 
Ohara, 1999, 88 [Ishigaki-jima]. 

Eblisia unicum : Mazur, 1999, 3. 

Platylister ( Popinus ) unicus : Mazur, 2007, 73 [Taiwan: Naontou]; 2008, 93 [Nepal]. 

Specimens examined. Japan: Nagasaki Pref. [Danjo Islands ( = Danjo-gunt6): Oshima] 
1 male, 1 female, 4-V-2005, K. Adachi. Ryukyus [Ishigaki-jima] 1 ex., Yarabu-dake, 19-IV- 
2001, T. Nakata; 2 exs., 23-VIII-1997, K. Kawada. [Iriomote-jima] 2 exs., Shirahama-rindo, 
21-XI-1998, T. Shimada. 

Distribution. Japan (Danjo Islands, Ryukyus: Tokara-nakanoshima, Ishigaki-jima, Iriomote- 
jima, Taketomi-jima), Taiwan (Nantou, Kaoshing, Pington, Taitong), Nepal. New to Danjo 
Islands. 
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